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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
The end of the second term has come around very quickly and it is interesting to reflect
on what in many ways has been an extraordinary six months.
At the time of writing we have had a total of 207 positive COVID-19 cases amongst staff
and children at our school. There have been 92 cases this term, although only six (that
we know about) in the last two weeks. While the impact of COVID has been significant
for our school I am very proud of how we have managed the situation and how many of
our planned activities have actually taken place.
There is updated advice from the Ministry of Education regarding reinfection protocols
at the end of the newsletter.
I would like to acknowledge and thank the superb effort of our school staff. The work
and effort that has gone on behind the scenes to do our very best for our children in a
difficult situation has been incredible and I am very grateful that this has been the case.
The Allenton children overall have been fantastic AS ACEs and really worked well within
the various protocols and constraints. It has been nice to have some assemblance of
normal this past ten weeks and we have all enjoyed working together as one school. It is
of course our hope that we can meet together in the hall as a whole school very soon and
not be thinking about health protocols and safety plans.
Middle and Senior School Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences – Online Booking
The middle and senior school Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences will take place
on Wednesday, 10th August and Thursday, 11th August (Term 3 Week 3).
On Wednesday 10th August conferences begin at 3:20pm and go right through until
7:30pm, and on Thursday 11th August the conference times are from 3:20pm until
5:00pm. This is an opportunity for those who would like to have a discussion following
the written school reports, which will be sent home with your child tomorrow.
From today you are able to book online by following the instructions below:
Online Booking Instructions:
To book a Parent/Teacher conference go online to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz enter the
code m8y3t and press Go, or press the link below. Follow instructions to book a time.
Interviews are for 10 minutes.
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/m8y3t

If you have more than one child please try to leave a gap between interviews to allow
time to get from one to the other so that you have your full ten minutes with the teacher.
Interview times have to be strictly adhered to, to avoid people missing time slots for
other interviews. If you are not able to make the booking online yourself, please phone
or call into the office and we can do this for you.
Junior School Reports and Interviews
Junior School reports and interviews are based on birth dates and the mid points
between them. This means they will be staggered throughout the year and individual
class teachers will contact you when this happens.
PTA Tiny Garden and Tiny Farm Project
You may have seen the Facebook post congratulating all the children who took part in
the PTA Tiny Garden/Tiny Farm Project over the April holidays and the beginning of this
term. Well done to everyone who took part!
We did have some winners and they and their creations are below:

PTA Quiz Night
Last Friday evening the Allenton PTA hosted the second PTA Quiz Night. We had ten
teams, made up of school families and friends, and it was another really enjoyable
occasion. It was doubly enjoyable because it was one of the few evening events we have
been able to host over the last few years and it was held in our refurbished school hall.
Last year it took a tie-breaker to decide the overall winner, last year’s runners-up were
deservedly crowned winners this time around. Congratulations on the ‘More than Four’
team on a superb performance.
I would like to thank and congratulate each team for coming along and making the event
so enjoyable.
I would like to particularly thank the PTA for organising and running this event. This
small group of willing parents and staff work really hard for our school and it is very
much appreciated. Fiona Tait and Miss Barker compiled a great lot of questions, which
needed to be suitable for both children and adults and at times quite challenging. Thank
you also to Adi Avnit, Megan Stirling, Bridget McConnochie, John Thompson, and Mr
Bennett for their important organisational roles.
Our PTA always supports our school and does its very best to fundraise and organise
community events. A considerable number of our long-serving PTA have had their
children leave our school for intermediate and we are always on the lookout for new and
interested parents. Please feel free to talk with me if you are keen and I will point you in
the right direction.
Jumping June
Mrs Gill has confirmed that the final amount raised for the Heart Foundation was a
staggering $19,526.50. There were a total of 159 Allenton School profiles, with 736
individual donations.
You should have received a Seesaw reminder from your child’s class teacher noting that
for those who raised funds you need to claim your ‘prizes’ by 8th May (tomorrow). Quite
a few families have already done this so we are assuming that placing the orders is a
relatively straight forward process.
Huge congratulations to everyone involved!
Junior Swimming
I was sitting with Miss Tayles in the EA Networks pool area last week and she reminded
me that it has been almost three years since the Year 1’s went swimming. It does show
that the COVID pandemic caused considerable disruption over a lengthy period of time.
It was fabulous seeing some of our youngest children (in Rooms 14 and 18) taking part
in swimming lessons. I have been very impressed with the organisation and instruction
from the staff at EA and would like to thank them for their efforts. Thank you to the
teachers, teacher-aides and parents for supporting our school children in this endeavour.
Learning to swim is almost a rite of passage and so important when you live in New
Zealand.

EPro8 Competition
We have four teams competing in regional EPro8 competitions this week. Two teams
were in Timaru yesterday and two are at Ashburton Intermediate School today.
With only a few minutes to go both our Timaru teams were in contention to win the
competition. In the end The Allenton Minions finished second, but both teams
represented our school superbly well.
Thank you to Mr Jurd for all his work in this area and thanks to him and Mrs Hulme for
transporting and looking after our teams.

Property Works at School
The school certainly looks like a building site at present. Not only do we have the Capital
Works project progressing well, we also have the preparation for two ramps (outside the
office and the library) taking place. In the afternoons and evenings we also have a major
upgrade of the fire alarm system taking place, funded by the Ministry of Education.
Over the holidays the property work will be in full swing and the school grounds are best
avoided by children and families during this time.
Quotes of the Week
School finishes tomorrow at the usual 3:00pm time and resumes on Monday, 25th
July at 9:00am.

I would like to thank you all for your support and wish you an enjoyable and safe holiday
break with your children.
Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)

Maori Phrase of the Week
Week 10: Ka mau te wehi (How awesome!)
Kia pai tō hararei! Have a good holiday!

COVID-19 Update - Reinfection Advice
The Ministry of Health has updated its advice on getting infected again with COVID-19
within 90 days of a previous COVID-19 infection in light of increasing evidence that
reinfections can occur earlier than 90 days.
The latest evidence shows that getting COVID-19 again within a short period of time can
happen – but it’s unclear how common it is. Reinfection is also more likely as new
variants spread among the community.
Reinfection Advice
You are more likely to become reinfected as your immune response from the vaccine or
your previous COVID-19 infection decreases over time.
● If it is 28 days or fewer since the last infection, there’s no need to test.
● Within 28 days, symptoms are most likely due to lasting effects of the initial
infection or a different new respiratory infection. A new COVID-19 infection is
difficult to diagnose within 28 days because symptoms, viral levels and test
positivity may fluctuate during this time.
● COVID-19-like symptoms may well be caused by other infections like the common
cold, flu or a chest infection.
● If a person develops new COVID-19 symptoms, and it’s 29 days or more since their
previous infection, it’s possible that it’s a reinfection with COVID-19 and they should
take a rapid antigen test. If that test is positive, they will need to isolate for a second
time for seven days.
● For most people, illness caused by reinfection is likely to be no more severe than a
first infection, but they can experience different symptoms.
● If a person is not getting better, or becoming increasingly unwell, they should call
Healthline on 0800 358 5453 or their doctor/healthcare provider.
Evidence on reinfections is evolving rapidly. The Ministry of Health is constantly
monitoring what’s happening internationally and updating their guidance to ensure it is
in line with the latest public health advice.

Calendar of School Events
Friday, 8th July - End of Term 2
Monday,25th July - Term 3 begins
Wednesday, 3rd August - New Pedagogies for Deep Learning (NPDL) Community
Sharing (1:00pm to 3:00pm)
Wednesday 10th August - Parent/Teacher interviews 3:20 - 7:30pm
Thursday 11th August - Parent/Teacher interviews 3:20 - 5:00pm
Thursday 25th August - Ski Day (more information to come)

COMMUNITY NOTICES

