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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
One of the key contributing factors of a great school is the quality of its staff. Throughout
my career this has always been considered critical and if anything it has been even more
vital during these past few COVID years.
I feel very lucky to have the staff we do at Allenton and every single staff member
contributes so well to the overall success and standing of our school. The value of having
a focused and cohesive team of people working for the achievement and wellbeing of our
children cannot be underestimated.
This week I have been away from school and will not be back until Monday. Mrs Maw
has very ably stepped up as Acting Principal and various staff members have taken on
key roles while several school leaders are absent. Miss Tayles is the Acting Principal
today. The office and caretaking team know exactly what needs to be done and
everyone on the staff just gets on with it. The School Board met on Monday night
without me. This is what happens naturally when you have a great team of people
around you. You all have my grateful thanks and appreciation.
COVID Update
The COVID virus is still present in our school and the wider community. Over the last
week we have also had several cases where children have COVID for the second time, so
it is important to be aware that while uncommon it can happen.
The Ministry of Education, via Public Health, has updated schools with the following
relevant information:
● Current evidence shows the chance of having COVID-19 again within 90 days of a
first infection is low, especially if it is the same variant – but it can happen.
● Reinfection within 28 days is considered exceptionally unlikely.
● COVID-19 like symptoms may be caused by other infections like the common cold,
flu or a chest infection.
● Reinfection does not generally cause serious illness for most people but a diagnosis
of reinfection with COVID-19 can be important for older people, people who have
high risk conditions, or people who have frequent close contact with vulnerable
people.
● We know that people can continue to test positive after their recovery but are very
unlikely to be infectious after day 10. Retesting during the initial 28-day period is
not necessary unless recommended by a health professional.

If you have any questions or queries, please check with the Healthline or your own GP.
I have included information about ‘Long COVID in Children’ at the end of the newsletter.
At the present time we have had a total of 185 positive cases connected with the school
(23 staff and 162 children). In the last six weeks, taking into account the school holidays,
we have had 70 new cases, including 14 staff members.
Orange Traffic Light
Given the continued presence of COVID across the country the Government has
announced that we will continue at the Orange Traffic Light setting, at least until the end
of June.
We have very much valued being able to be back together as a whole school, but it has
been important to continue to have our key Health and Hygiene protocols still in place.
Thank you for assisting us by following these protocols so well.
Senior and Middle School Cross-Country Events
In successive weeks the Senior School and then the Middle School have enjoyed fine
weather and some great competition at their Annual Cross-Country events. This year we
have been back at Argyle Park because there is currently less available space around the
school.
My thanks to Mrs Gill and Mrs Marshall for their organisation and running of the
events and the Senior and Middle School teachers and teacher-aides for their
marshalling and support.
Thank you also to the large group of parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles, who
were there on each occasion supporting their children.
Finally, thank you and very well done to all the children for giving it your best shot and
doing so well! As you can see from one of the photos below we had to rely on technology
to determine the winner of the Year 5 boys.

The Mid-Canterbury Cross-Country event takes place next Tuesday 31st May at the
Ashburton Showgrounds and the Junior cross-country event is on Tuesday 14th June.
Property Work
The ‘new build’ roof is now complete and the builders are working hard to complete the
inside framing. While the supply of gib is still a major issue the building team are busy
working on other aspects of the construction.
You may have noticed that the work on the new PE shed is underway. There was a delay
due to supply but the building materials finally arrived and the builders began straight
away. As you know the new shed is being placed by the Learning Support Room because
it is our plan to have new courts constructed in that area once the middle block
buildings are finally removed.
Quotes of the Week
It is very reassuring to have the team we do at Allenton School. Thank you to everyone
involved with our school for your contribution, your caring and your dedication.

Thank you for your continued support of our school.

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)

Maori Phrase of the Week
Term 2 Week 4 - Kao (No)
Term 2 Week 5 - Kia kaha (Be brave / hang in there)

Office requests
Absences
Just a reminder to parents that all absences must be reported to the office either through
Skool Loop, email, or phone please. At times we may have a teacher away and if you have
sent them an absence message it may not get transferred to the relieving teacher.
Communication home to Parents
Please remember to download the Skool Loop app as this is how we send the majority of
our information home to parents. We also have our facebook page that you can refer to.
It is very important that you read the notices and newsletters so that you are informed of
events, dates etc for your child/children.
Road Patrol
We are still very short of parents for our Road Patrol Roster. . It’s such an important job
that we rely on parents to help us with, as it is for the safety of our children to make sure
they get across our busy roads. If you can help for a short period of time in the mornings
before school and/or straight after school please contact the office.

Calendar of School Events
26th May (today) - PALs Training at EA Network (PALs = Year 5 Physical Activity
Leaders)
31st May - Mid-Canterbury Cross-Country Event (Ashburton Showgrounds)
2nd June - National Young Leaders Day (in Christchurch)
3rd June - Junior Trip to Rolleston and Christchurch
6th June - Queen’s Birthday Holiday (School Closed)
9th June - Jumping June (Skipping Event)

Long COVID in Children
Long COVID describes the symptoms that continue or develop after the initial COVID-19
symptoms.
This is usually longer than 12 weeks after a person is first infected.
Most people with COVID-19 recover completely and return to normal health. People
usually recover from COVID-19 after two to six weeks and many make a full recovery
within 12 weeks.
KidsHealth has provided some useful information about COVID-19 symptoms in
children which you may wish to share with your community:
● For most children with mild COVID-19, they will be back to normal within a week. A
small number of children might take up to two weeks to feel back to normal
● Most children with COVID-19 will have a mild illness and get better quickly
● For a child or young person to have a diagnosis of post-COVID-19 condition (long
COVID) their symptoms need to be having an impact on their everyday functioning
and cannot be explained by another condition
● Nearly all children will fully recover and return to normal health
● Scientists and health professionals are still learning about long COVID, but studies
so far have found:
○ children are much less likely to have long COVID than adults
○ children recover faster than adults
○ it mostly affects children over the age of 10 – it's very rare in younger children.
Further information is also available on the KidsHealth website, including caring for a
child with COVID-19.
Recovering from long COVID – KidsHealth
Caring for a child with COVID-19 – KidsHealth
Long COVID – Ministry of Health NZ
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