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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
The term has flown by and we have just over two weeks before the July holidays. As I
said in the last newsletter it has been great to return to some sense of normality where
planned school activities are taking place without interruption.
In the last few weeks we have had the senior and middle syndicate cross-country events,
the County Cross-Country, Jumping June, the junior trip to Christchurch, and the National
Young Leaders Day in Christchurch. We have also been able to resume our syndicate
assemblies and a number of parents have attended these events.
This week we have had the senior children swimming at the EA Networks pool, the
40-Hour Famine presentation, the Junior Cross-Country, the Canterbury Zone
Cross-Country and the EPro8 Internal Competition all taking place.
A reminder that this Friday (tomorrow) is the first Matariki holiday and the school
will be closed.
Next week Rooms 14 and 18 are swimming at the EA Network pool and there is the
40-Hour Famine weekend. On Friday 1st July there is the PTA Quiz night and judging
from last year this will be another great event.
The only thing we haven’t had yet is a full school assembly and with health protocols in
mind it is hoped we can do this early next term.
Property Week
This is a heads-up that we will have some significant property work happening over the
next few weeks.
As part of the extensive property modifications the construction of the office and library
ramps needs to start two weeks before the end of the term and will continue through all
of the July holidays. This means that some of the area around the office leading up
towards the senior ramp and the library opposite Room 12 will be fenced off for the last
two weeks of school.
There will be times when a digger is operating and a concrete mixer is on site. Mr
Bennett and I will closely monitor the safety of this area. We have to do this part of the
work now because it is a four-week job and during the final part of the work an
acetylene torch will be used for welding and children cannot be onsite during this work.
I apologise in advance for any inconvenience or noise but it just cannot be avoided.

There will still be access beside them for pedestrians. The remaining few modifications
will be completed in the Christmas break.
Capital Works
The work is going well and progressing at pace, albeit knowing that gib is an issue. The
team from Hawkins are hoping to hear any day whether we have been included in the
August delivery of gib.
In the meantime the contractors are doing a whole lot of work both inside and outside
the building.
Nine pallets of blocks have recently been delivered and the scaffolding will come down in
the next week or so. The contractors will then be focusing on the externals. The
construction of the new PE shed is also progressing well, although the contractors are
waiting for delivery of some important materials.
The junior school have been on a big trip visiting playgrounds in Christchurch and
Rolleston. I am looking forward to receiving all their suggestions and recommendations
and then will consult relevant companies to get it moving.
PTA Quiz Night
Information was sent out last week but in
case you missed it and are interested the
PTA Quiz night will take place in the school
hall on Friday 1st July, beginning at
6:30pm.
The Quiz night is very much about families
having a fun time together and it was
certainly a great occasion this time last
year.
Along with the quiz itself, highlights last
year were ‘Guess the teacher's baby
photos’ and ‘tossing a gold coin.’ There are
several different challenges this year which
should be a lot of fun.
The pizza order and registration form are
at the end of this newsletter and will also
be sent out via Skool Loop and Facebook.

Jumping June
For those of us who have been around long enough as a teacher to remember the
wonderful Jump Rope for Heart events of the late 1980’s and early 1990’s the ‘Jumping
June’ event has been quite a nice trip down Memory Lane.
Mrs Gill organised a great event two Thursdays ago and the children joined in with
considerable enthusiasm. I often have to stop and watch children show me their skipping
routines and I must admit to being pleasantly surprised at how skilled many of them
have become.
The amount of money raised by the children and families of Allenton School was quite
staggering, with the final total ending at a whopping $16,500.00.

Thank you so much to Mrs Gill, all the staff and all of you for your generous
contribution. Thank you and very well done to all the children on a superb effort!
A Message from Mrs Gill

Welcome Wednesday
We had the first Welcome Wednesday of the year last week and it was very well attended
by children who will shortly be coming to our school, and their parents. This is a
tremendous welcoming event and the parents receive all the necessary information to
make that initial transition to school as positive an experience as possible.
Mrs Maw told the parents:
‘I consider myself very lucky with the team we have in Junior school. Our staff come with
a range of ages and experience levels as well as a multitude of different background
experiences - this of course adds to the diversity of skills our teachers bring into the
classroom each day. For each of our junior classes we have calm, patient and highly
organised teachers who slowly but surely scaffold the development of young learners
from a vast range of pre-school environments - to ensure they become an Allenton
School ACE.
What I think is even more important than that … is that our junior school all believe the
same thing … Each of the Junior School teachers is prepared to go the extra mile for the
children in their class, their parents when they need it, and each other, to ensure that
Allenton students get the very best start to schooling life they possibly can.’

Thank you to Mrs Maw, Miss Tayles, Miss Sheehan, Miss Frampton and Mrs
McKendry for your organisation and input.
Thank you also to Mrs Smith for taking several classes at once and enabling this
morning to happen.
Thank you to Mrs Moore and the Room 1 children for singing a welcome waiata for our
visitors.
I would like to acknowledge our Year 2 Welcome Wednesday guides. They do work
very hard to get themselves prepared for this and do a great job showing our special
visitors around the school.
I would also very much like to thank Adi Avnit, chairperson of the Allenton School PTA
and Mrs Hooley (one of our wonderful teacher-aides) for organising and serving
morning tea. Thank you Mrs Kettley for helping Mrs Maw with the pre-school children.
Your efforts are always greatly appreciated.
We always receive wonderful feedback from parents for this event, with a heads-up that
the next Welcome Wednesday is in November.
Canterbury Gymnastics Competition
Once again this year we had an Allenton School team at the Canterbury Gymnastics
Competition. Congratulations to Eve, Maddy, Millie on your first place overall in the
Iron Grade team event and Paige, Alana and Brooklyn for getting 6th overall in the Iron
Grade team event and for representing our school so well.
We also had several outstanding individual performances in the Iron Grade:
Alana - 1st = in Beam, 2nd in Bar, 2nd in Floor and 1st = overall
Eve - 1st = in Beam, 1st in Bar, 1st in Floor and 1st = overall
Millie - 1st overall in team event
Thank you very much to Miss Dunlop and Kara Gilbert for taking the girls to the event
and for coaching during the day.

Senior Swimming
Our senior school children have been enjoying their swimming tuition at the EA
Networks pool. We are very lucky to have this facility close by and the children certainly
benefit from this type of intense programme.
A number of the children have been working on water confidence and water safety skills,
which includes knowing what to do if they are in deeper water. When you are in a group
it is certainly important to rely on each other.
Thank you to all the instructors, teachers and teacher-aides for their effort and
organisation.

Quotes of the Week
A slightly different ‘quotes of the week’ section this time around.
On a Friday afternoon I get to work with a group of senior children, which is a privilege.
We have only just begun our learning together and this particular work will revolve
around the science inquiry ‘How the World Works.’ Part of our introductory work, where
we get to know each other and our thinking a little better, has been to use our skills in
critical thinking and discuss and debate possible scenarios.
One such scenario was that following lockdown and home learning, should all schools
be sold off and children learn at home?
We used Edward De Bono’s well-known ‘Plus, Minus, Interesting’ (PMI) technique to
come up with the following responses.
I thought you might be interested in answers from some of our senior students Bethany, Desna, Ethan, Finlay and Sofia .

Plus
There will be more spare time to do things out of school.
No pressure to get up so early in the morning.
You wouldn’t have to pack lunch and you would have more food you like at home.
If you are on your own you might get your work done faster.
You wouldn’t have to drive to school, so better for the environment.
More money for the government as they would not need to fund schools.
Minus
You would have no regular contact with your friends.
You would eventually drive your parents crazy!
I don’t think I would learn as fast as I do when I have other people around me.
If you are on your own you might muck around and not get much work done at all.
You might not be able to quickly catch up if you miss something.
Some things we have at school aren’t the same at home.
You could get into fights with your siblings.
The principal and teachers would be out of a job.
Interesting
Would the parents be paid?
Would the parents have to study to become your teachers?
Would parents have to give up their jobs to become a home teacher?
Would people with no children have to do all the other jobs?
What if you had bad wifi?
Thank you for your continued support of our school.
Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)
Maori Phrase of the Week
Term 2 Week 8 - Tino pai (Very good)
Term 2 Week 9 - Tino pai rawa atu! (Excellent)

Calendar of School Events
22nd and 23rd June - Senior EPro8 Internal Competition
24th June - Matariki Holiday - School closed
27th June - Board of Trustees Meeting - 7:30pm
1st July - PTA Quiz Night - 6:00pm
8th July - End of Term 2

COMMUNITY NOTICES

