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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
We have had a really good first two weeks back at school and in all the classes I have
been into the children are settled, and working (and learning) really well.
I would like to welcome our new children who have begun at Allenton School this term.
Welcome also to parents and caregivers who are part of our school for the first time.
Class News
To give them some more room Mrs Wright and Mrs Eliott and Room 18 have moved
into the library for the rest of the year.
Mrs McKendry and Mrs Hulme will once again be teaching Room 19 (the next New
Entrant class), with visits starting next week and the class officially beginning on
Monday 22nd August. They will be based in the old Room 18, between Rooms 12 and 13.
The good news is that the new building will help alleviate some of our classroom space
issues, at least for a period of time and until more building begins.
COVID Update
For your information, we are currently at 239 positive cases of COVID at school (203
children and 36 staff members). Since the start of term (11 days) we have had 28
positive cases, so it is clearly still around.
Thank you for being so proactive with the mask wearing. I don’t pretend to be an expert
in regards to the pros versus cons of mask use at primary school, but our policies follow
the Education and Health guidelines and we are told that COVID may be with us for
some time and we need to be focused and careful. So, we are.
Curriculum Sharing Afternoon
It was really tremendous to be able to finally share our work and our learning with you
yesterday afternoon. I was very pleased with the considerable number of parents,
caregivers and family members who attended, firstly listening to Mrs Maw and myself
and then sharing their children’s learning with them.
Engaging with our parent community is a key part of our strategic and annual plans and
is something that because of COVID we have not been able to do for the last two and a
half years. I am very grateful that so many of you chose to come along and support your
children and our school. The great attendance and interest made all the work of the
teachers and children feel highly valued!

I would like to thank Mrs Maw for her organisation and the teaching staff for their
work and effort with Deep Learning and the sharing afternoon. Finally, I would like to
congratulate the children for their work this year and for sharing with their parents so
very well.

125th Anniversary
We will shortly be having a meeting to plan the anniversary celebrations. Part of this will
involve in-school activities including two open days and a dinner on Friday 28th October
at the Ashburton Hotel. It will be a pay for yourself, but it is hoped that a considerable
number of parents and former students and staff will wish to come along. More details
will be forthcoming as soon as possible.
Middle and Senior School Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences – Online Booking
This was in the last newsletter of last term but a reminder that middle and senior
school Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences will take place next Wednesday, 10th
August and Thursday, 11th August (Term 3 Week 3).
On Wednesday 10th August conferences begin at 3:20pm and go right through until
7:30pm, and on Thursday 11th August the conference times are from 3:20pm until
5:00pm. This is an opportunity for those who would like to have a discussion following
the written school reports that were sent home at the end of last term.
For those who have not yet booked a conference you are still able to book online by
following the instructions below:
Online Booking Instructions:
To book a Parent/Teacher conference go online to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz enter the
code m8y3t and press Go, or press the link below. Follow instructions to book a time.
Interviews are for 10 minutes.
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/m8y3t
If you have more than one child please try to leave a gap between interviews to allow
time to get from one to the other so that you have your full ten minutes with the teacher.
Interview times have to be strictly adhered to, to avoid people missing time slots for
other interviews. If you are not able to make the booking online yourself, please phone
or call into the office and we can do this for you.
Property Works at School
Thank you very much for your patience and understanding over the course of this year.
The office and library ramps have almost been completed and when the fencing is
removed you should find access to the school a little easier. The ramps will also make it
so much easier for children and adults in wheelchairs (and parents with prams or
pushchairs) to get into the office and library areas.
My thanks to Paul Cartney and his Smith and Sons team (and sub-contractors) for
their efforts over this considerable time.
The ‘new build’ construction is now expected to be ready for handover by the end of
November. This is only two months later than the original date and considering the
COVID situation and the unavailability of materials this is quite an achievement.
We have very much enjoyed working with the team from Hawkins and their
sub-contractors.

Safety Around the School
Since I sent the letter out last week about the staff carpark the situation has certainly
improved. Even with a reversing camera, drivers cannot always see behind them and a
little child can easily be in a blindspot.
As from the beginning of next year there will once again be access to the school via
Allens Road so this should help with some of our ‘congestion at peak times’ issues.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Jack Stanley in Year 6 who over the holidays competed in the National
Gymnastics Championships in Invercargill.
Jack represented Canterbury in three trampoline events and won two Bronze medals
and also achieved a 4th placing. You may have seen him in the Guardian a week or two
ago.
This is a fantastic achievement Jack and you should feel very proud. We are most
certainly proud of you!

EPro8 Competition
In the last newsletter we focused on two teams who had competed in the EPro8
competition at Timaru, noting also that two teams who were that day competing at
Ashburton Intermediate School.
The good news is that both teams competing at Ashburton Intermediate - the Allenton
Bolt Masters and the Allenton Big Brains - did very well, gaining second and third
placings respectively.
This means we have three teams in the semi-finals in a few weeks time.
Thank you to Mr Jurd for all his work in this area and thank you to the parents who
transported and supported on the day. Congratulations to the Allenton teams for
another wonderful effort!

Quotes of the Week
It is appropriate given the sharing of our learning yesterday that the quotes this week
are dedicated to the importance of our teachers and a strong and innovative local
curriculum.

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)

Maori Word of the Week
Week 2: marae
Week 3: manuwhiri
Week 4: tangata Whenua

Calendar of School Events
Wednesday 10th August - Middle/Senior Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:20 - 7:30pm
Thursday 11th August - Middle/Senior Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:20 - 5:00pm
Monday 15th August - Board of Trustees Meeting (7:30pm)
Thursday 18th August - Winter Sport (Senior School)
Thursday 25th August - Ski Day 2022 Middle and Senior

Please note: Allenton Dairy is no longer doing lunch orders on a Thursday see below for
lunch order price list.

Road Patrol
Thank you to all of our parent volunteers who help out with Road Patrol. We do have gaps on
our roster, so we do want to let you know that, at this stage, there will be days where we do
not have adults or children out on crossing duty. Where we are short, we will be prioritising
ensuring that we have coverage on Harrison Street, potentially at the expense of Allens
Road.
If you are able to help us out, particularly on a Thursday, please get in touch!

COMMUNITY NOTICES
HitPlay
HitPlay (Afterschool Care) is looking for additional staff. Please see the link below:
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/jobs/education/other/canterbury/ashburton/part-time/
listing/3711867294?bof=OkgCZLu8

