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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
This time last year I was writing about Alert Level 4 and being back in lockdown. You
may remember that lockdown lasted for two weeks and we then spent another week or
so at Alert Level 3. For the remainder of term 3 and all of term 4 we were at Alert Level 2.
Being at these alert levels meant the cancellation of a number of key school events such
as the Year 6 Camp and the School Fete. It also meant that we couldn’t have syndicate or
school assemblies and the final Year 6 Leavers Assembly was held separately for each
class.
So over the last two weeks, it has been really nice to be able to focus on events
highlighting the important relationships with our school community. The Curriculum
Sharing Afternoon was a great success and last week we were able to have the Middle
and Senior School Conferences.
Other school events are also taking shape. Mr Miller is currently busy finalising the
planning for the Year 6 Camp and Mrs Gill (and a whole lot of senior school children)
are preparing for Winter Sport (weather permitting). Planning is well underway for our
next major topic, ‘Where We Are In Place And Time’ and trips are being considered
and organised.
It is important to remember that COVID is still around and we are still not able to have a
full school assembly in the hall. The health experts believe that we have reached the peak
but we will still have our protocols in place for some time yet. The first two weeks of this
term saw a considerable increase in positive cases connected to our school, but over the
last two weeks we have only had one positive case reported to us. Let’s hope that is a
really good sign!
Board News
At the Board meeting on Monday night we farewelled Craig Jakich. Craig has been a
Board member for the last three and a half years but decided not to seek re-election for
another term. Craig has been a thoughtful and proactive voice at board meetings and his
skills have been particularly valuable on the Finance Committee.
Thank you Craig for your efforts as a Board member. Your expertise in a number of areas
will be missed. I wish you the very best for the future.
You will hopefully be aware that there are five candidates standing for three positions on
the Allenton School Board. You should have been emailed electronic voting papers and I
ask that you please take the time to read the candidate statements and then vote as you
see fit. If you have not received them by email they will be posted to you.

Middle and Senior School Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences – Online Booking
I did enjoy the opportunity to talk with a number of parents and children last week at
the Middle and Senior Conferences. Thank you very much for making time to discuss
the progress of your children. I was very pleased to receive a lot of positive feedback
about our teachers and our school and while this is not unexpected it is nice to hear it
from our school parents and our school children.
I would like to thank our middle and senior school teachers for their preparation and
effort before and during the conferences. There is a lot of important discussion at these
meetings and teachers spend a considerable amount of time making sure they talk about
the most important learning needs and social outcomes for each of the children in their
class.
I would also like to acknowledge our junior school teachers who write reports and
meet with parents on a regular basis throughout the school year, mostly around each
child’s anniversary at school date.
New Build Site Visit
We were very pleased to receive an invitation by Andy Hamers from Hawkins for the
whole school to visit the new building and this took place yesterday. Classes went
through two at a time and Andy, John Thomson and Leith Skinner from Hawkins were
available to answer the many questions. Ian French, the Hawkins South Island General
Manager, was also on hand to cook the barbecue, support his team and the school.
It was a real experience for everyone at school to see the layout of the new building
before the gib goes up in the next week or two. Miss Barker, along with the class
teachers and the children provided a lot of material for the time capsules which have
been placed in the walls. Those who are at the school in 50 to 100 years will hopefully
get a great surprise when they are making some changes to the buildings and find the
time capsules!
The Hawkins team (Robin Bradshaw, Lara Clifford, Ian, Andy, Leith and JT) then
cooked about 460 sausages on the big Hirepool barbecue and all children and staff got to
have a sausage if they so wished.
Thank you so much for doing this for our children, our staff and our school! It is highly
appreciated.

Property Works at School
Our school did not have any property upgrades for a long time but since the beginning of
2018 we have had one project after another. This is good news in the long term.
It is great to see the office and library ramps finished and they will make a significant
difference for quite a number of children and adults at our school.
Thank you to the team from Eclipse for their work on the railings.
We have been very lucky to have such a great team of people working on our new school
building.
I do, however, meet regularly with a small group of key people and would like to thank
them at this time for their tremendous efforts on our behalf.
Matt Weir (Ministry of Education - Service Delivery Manager)
Braden Harford (Harford Maguire - Lead Architect) and Lynn Stekr (Harford Maguire Architect)
Richard Garner (Logic Group - Project Manager)
Andrew Hamers (Hawkins - Project Manager), John Thomson (Hawkins - Allenton Site
Manager), and Leith Skinner (Hawkins - Quantity Surveyor)
Chris Bennett (Allenton School - Property Manager) and Janine Barker (Allenton
School - Associate Principal)
Hamish Tait (Board Chair) and Andy Grant (Board Member).
I would also like to acknowledge the important work of previous Board members Sandi
Wood, Michael Wong and Andrew Leete and Ministry of Education Service Delivery
Manager David Patterson.
We have other key organisations that have worked so very hard for us on this project Ashburton District Council, AP Design Ltd, Beca, C & L Electrical, EA Networks,
Electraserve, Hampton Jones, JFK Builders, Paul Smith Contracting, and
Securiserve.
A lot of other contractors have been involved over the last four and a half years and I will
properly acknowledge everybody involved in December when the project is completed.
Room 19 Begins
Next Monday 22nd August Room 19 begins with Mrs McKendry and Mrs Hulme once
again at the helm. This is our latest New Entrant class and this year they are in the space
between Rooms 12 and 13.
Over the last two weeks some of the children who will be in that class have been having
their school visits.
I wish the children the very best as they begin their time at school. Best wishes to Mrs
McKendry and Mrs Hulme as well.
125th Anniversary
We are making plans for the 125th Anniversary celebrations at the end of October. Miss
Barker and I have been joined by past pupils and/or parents Jill Browne, Elizabeth
Holland and Greer Ricketts to plan the events.
In a few weeks I will be sending out a Google form to get an idea as to how many people
we might have at the Anniversary dinner at the Ashburton Hotel.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Kimberley Carr, Harper Clark and Quinn Horrell who during the last
holidays competed in the Highland Dance National Championships
Harper got a 3rd placing in the Sailors Hornpipe, Quinn a 4th placing in the Highland
Fling and several Highly Commended awards, and Kimberley a Very Highly Commended
in the Hornpipe.
They were dancing against 200 competitors from all over New Zealand.
Congratulations girls on a very fine effort!

Thank You
You may have noticed the new basketball backboards and hoops. The old ones really
needed to be replaced and we are very grateful to Luke and Nichola Maginness from
Gray Engineering Solutions for supplying free two of the backboards.
They are also giving us the steel for a set of rugby posts and I would like to thank Luke
and Nichola for their great support of our school.
I would also like to thank Ashburton Powder Coating for giving us a great deal on the
powder coating of two of the hoops.
Finally, a big thank you to Mr Bennett for spending an age putting up the new hoops
and backboards. We should be getting the other two in the near future.

Messages from Mrs Gill
Jumping June
We are one of many schools waiting for the arrival of the rewards ordered by children
and families. These come from three different sources and are due to arrive in
September. Once we have received the bulk of these orders, they will be distributed to
the classes. Thank you for your patience.
Primary Winter Sports Tournament
Tomorrow we have teams participating in this tournament for netball, rugby and
football.
The Senior Area thank the following parents and friends of the school for their
continued support and eagerness to coach, manage and referee: Luke Maginness,
Olivia and John Raukete, Brent and Karly Smith, Deb Farquar, Rachelle and Mark
McDowell, Francis Power, Pam Carr, Annette Cunningham, Caroline Polson,
Suzanne Wilson, Kezia Harris and Amelia Mitchell.
Quotes of the Week
It has been a few weeks where we have been able to reconnect with our school
community in positive ways and where reciprocal relationships between children and
their teachers and between home and school have been very important.

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)
Maori Word of the Week
Week 4: Tangata Whenua
Week 5: Karanga

Calendar of School Events
Friday 19th August - Winter Sport (Senior School)
Monday 22nd August - Room 19 begins
Monday 22nd August - Senior Swimming (for the week)
Wednesday 24th August - Whanau Hui
Thursday 25th August - Ski Day 2022 Middle and Senior
Friday 26th August - Daffodil Day
Thursday 1st September - Middle/Senior Art Gallery Visits
Information from Mana Ake
Mana Ake website
https://manaake.health.nz/
Parents going to this site can be assured of finding up-to-date and quality information
on wellbeing and parenting skills. The website provides information on what Mana Ake
does and how we work, directing whānau there so they form a more solidified
understanding of our mahi before engagement is always a nice step.
Messages home with a focus on well-being
2022 continues to throw some curveballs our way, it is seemingly more important than
ever to think about connecting and empowering whānau with well-being information.
No need to reinvent the wheel! Sparklers at Home provides resources, tips and tricks
suitable for newsletters. Information ranges from normalising face masks for tamariki,
talking to children about C19 and why we might be isolating again, five ways to
well-being, and identifying worries linked with some great strategies for in the home.
https://sparklers.org.nz/parenting/
Is Fear-Less Triple P Online right for my family?
Help your child or teenager learn to manage and reduce anxious feelings, now and in the
future with this free online parenting course●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Online support for parents of anxious kids (6-14 years)
Find out the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of child and teen anxiety
Learn more about what’s helpful and what can accidentally add to anxiety
Start applying new strategies immediately
New online program based on proven principles
Improve your child’s emotional wellbeing in the long term
Reduce your own stress, too!
triplep-parenting.net.nz/nz-uken/find-help/fear-less-triple-p-online/

Ashburton Intermediate
Ashburton Intermediate usually bring enrolment packs for the year 6 students to the school late
September. This includes a letter, enrolment form, a prospectus and a copy of our Enrolment Zone. Our
Open Evening is usually around this time. We are hoping to have Online Enrolments up and running this
year as well

Allenton Dairy
Please note: Allenton Dairy is no longer doing lunch orders on a Thursday see below for
lunch order price list.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

