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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Last Friday was Daffodil Day. This is a cause close to our heart and it was a non-uniform
day at school.
This day means a lot to Daisy who is in Year 5 and Room 1. Over the last few years she
has grown her hair and last week had a massive 35cm cut off. This was in memory of
several people very special to her and her hair will be used to help make a wig.

You may remember that last year we were at Alert Level 3 and Daffodil Day was a virtual
participation event. Miss Tayles and the House Leaders were very pleased that the
event could be marked at the school this time around and I would like to thank them for
their efforts.
This year it was again a great success! Lots of children and staff made a big effort and
dressed in yellow. Our goal was to raise $550.00, but we raised an amazing total of
$1,582.00
Thank you to all of you who took part and donated to this very special cause!
Winter Sport
This event is an important part of the senior school calendar and it is great to see our
children enjoying playing their chosen sport.
We didn’t have a hockey team this year but we were well represented at football, netball
and rugby.

I would like to congratulate the winners and all the children who took part on the day.
Our Year 6 football team and one of our Year 6 netball teams were the overall
winners. Our rugby team also made the grand final before losing narrowly to Tinwald
School.
I was really pleased with the enthusiastic participation and the levels of sportsmanship
from our children, along with some healthy competitive spirit.
Thank you also so very much to the many parents who took time to be coaches,
managers, drivers and supporters.
Finally, thank you to Miss Dunlop and Mrs Gill for their organisation. It does take a lot
of preparatory work to enable these events to function as well as they do.

Allenton School PTA
Our PTA has been a thriving organisation for many years, but
we are at the stage where the children of many of our most
hard working members have either moved onto intermediate
or will do so in the next short while.
So, we do need some new members!
If you think you would like to be part of the Allenton School
PTA or at least explore the notion a little more, please come
along to our next meeting on Tuesday 13th September. You
will be very welcome.
125th Anniversary
A celebration of Allenton School’s 125th Anniversary will be
held on 27th, 28th and 29th October 2022.
We are very busy planning specific activities and school tours but I can tell you that we
will have two open days on Thursday 27th October and Friday 28th October. This will be
an opportunity to view some school events and share in some of the classroom learning.
We are hoping that adults who once attended this school may have some stories to
share.
On Thursday evening (27th October) we will be having an informal supper and
conversation adult get-together in the school hall.
We will be having a special dinner at the Ashburton Hotel on Friday night (28th
October) and more details will be forthcoming, including the opportunity to reserve a
place, very soon.
And finally, on Saturday morning (29th October) we will be having an informal
gathering and a tour of the school for those who haven’t been able to make the weekday
events, or just want to have another look.
Whanau Hui
Last Wednesday we hosted a whanau hui for children and their families who identify as
Maori. It was another excellent hui and I am grateful to those parents and children who
took the time to share their thoughts and understandings with us.
I thought all school parents might be interested in some of the feedback we received:
What are we doing well for your tamariki?
# You’re giving them a place to belong….it’s great
# Incorporating Kapa Haka into school
# Teaching acceptance and inclusiveness for all cultures
# Kapa Haka
# Te reo incorporated in learning
# Kapa Haka - sharing and making the culture of our tamariki enjoyable to learn so they
bring what they have learnt home
# You are doing well. Learning te reo with weekly phrases and well incorporated in
school
# Have Kapa Haka
# The school does a great job of te reo, tikanga and being proud of being Māori

What could we do better for your tamariki?
# You do great - home life and outside world is where what you’ve taught will really
shine
# Nothing. You are doing great it is up to us to encourage them to pursue what is on offer
What does being Māori mean for you and your whānau?
# It is a sense of identity and culture
# A sense of belonging, knowing where they come from. Whānau is everything
# Being connected to our marae
# Whanaungatanga …being connected. Belonging …identity
# Being able to connect to the land, know children’s heritage and continue to pass on
culture to the future
# Learning and appreciating the culture
# Being Māori to me and my family is about legacy - something to belong to. Proud
history.
How would you like to see Māori language and culture incorporated in the school
environment?
# Just continuing to be part of everyday learning and extending on history
# Continuing to celebrate Matariki and other Māori celebrations
# Teaching history of Aotearoa from a Māori lens
# Continue in newsletter and history of Aotearoa
# Not only teaching the history but also the here and now
# Keeping up with using te reo daily, keep recognising Māori events: Matariki, Waitangi
etc. Learning history
# The pronunciation of Māori kupu is very important. If we are to teach Te Reo we must
teach it correctly
# Promote our Māori kids developing pride in our culture
Any other comments or suggestions…
# Local Māori /iwi coming to school to speak
# Just remember that our students/kids are not the only students of Te Reo - we are
also
# Learning for parents who are not Māori and how we can support our Māori tamariki events like today are great!
# Keep teaching the students about Māori culture but would love to see Te Reo taught
more. Keep up the great work.
# Maybe get some of our older Māori from the community to come in and share stories
Thank you Mrs Leverton, Miss Swan and Miss Efford for your organisation and Mrs
Maw, and Mrs Campbell for attending the afternoon.

Ski Day
After the cancellation last year we had a considerable number of children, parents and
staff who enjoyed the Annual Ski Day. It was a great day for those learning to ski and the
weather didn’t start to pack up until later in the day.
Thank you to Miss Dunlop for the organisation for the ski day. This takes a lot of time
over many weeks. Thanks to Mrs Gill and Mrs Marshall for your preparation and for
being our teachers up the mountain. We also had Mrs Maginness and Mrs Hulme , who
were there in a parent capacity, available to support as well.

Big Little Theatre Company
Last Sunday I was invited by Maya from Room 1 to watch her in the Big Little Theatre
Company’s production of ‘There’s an Element of Risk.’ It was a two-hour show based
on events in World Wars 1 and 2 and was written by college students.
I thought Maya and Grace were just fantastic and was so impressed with the young
dramatic and musical talent on show.
Former students Ben, Caitlin, Callum, Laura were also tremendous in a variety of roles.

Congratulations to everyone involved.

Quotes of the Week
It seems appropriate to have the quotes of the week related to our whanau hui. This is
something we take very seriously at Allenton School and the quotes are a mixture of
important messages and favourite whakatauki (proverbs).

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)

Maori Word of the Week
Week 6: marae ātea - area in front of the
meeting house

Week 7: paepae - the seat where the
speakers sit

Calendar of School Events
Thursday 1st September - Middle/Senior Art Gallery Visits
Friday 2nd September - Junior Assembly
Friday 2nd September - Middle/Senior Art Gallery Visits
Monday 5th September - Middle/Senior Art Gallery Visits
Tuesday 6th September - Hakatere Marae Visits - Rooms 1, 7, 13, 17 and 18
Wednesday 7th September - Hakatere Marae Visits - Rooms 4, 6, 10, 12 and 15
Thursday 8th September - Hakatere Marae Visits - Rooms 2, 8, 9 and 14
Friday 9th September - Hakatere Marae Visits - Rooms 3, 5, 11, 16 and 19
Monday 12th September - Mid-Canterbury Dance Championships (Ashburton Events
Centre)
Tuesday 13th September - PTA Meeting (7:30pm in the staffroom)
Thursday 15th September - Canterbury Winter Tournament
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