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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
It was a wonderful few days celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Allenton School! It
was most certainly enjoyed by everyone in attendance.
The former students, most of whom were here in the 1940’s and 50’s, were excited to
be back after all these years and loved listening to the school performances and touring
around their old school.
The official events were held on the Friday afternoon, with the ringing of the bell, the
cutting of the cake and the roll call of the various decades. The cake was made for us by
Pip King from Deluxe Cakes and was greatly enjoyed by everyone who had a piece. We
sang a special song and the Kapa Haka performed for the school and guests.
We also had a BBQ, with 600 sausages cooked by our fantastic Hawkins team of Andy
Hamers (Project Manager) and Leith Skinner (Quantity Surveyor) and our own Mrs
Kettley (one of our great teacher-aides). Janine Holland and her son looked after the
bread and the sauce. I am very grateful to the people involved in this, with particular
thanks to Norm Barber at Hirepool Christchurch for supplying the BBQ free of charge
and Leith for bringing it down and taking it back for us.
The dinner on Friday was a lovely occasion, with a superb buffet dinner and great
service at the Ashburton Hotel. My thanks to Johny Singh and Raewyn Chapman for
their organisation and hospitality. Thank you very much to our entertaining guest
speakers Anna Thomas, Peter Lynn and Board Chair Hamish Tait.
We purchased a very special carved Pikorua from Peter Green to mark this special
occasion. This is a twist design that stands for the natural ebbs and flows of the journey
of life, including the crossing of life paths between people.
It is a powerful symbol for loyalty, friendship and love, signifying the strength and
beauty of enduring friendships. The design resembles two new fern fronds that are
intertwined and found in our native forests. This shows the connections of spirits of
friends, families and cultures, bringing them closer together across space and time.
I would like to thank the organising committee of Greer Ricketts, Janine Holland and
Miss Barker. These ladies put a great deal of time into the organisation and making
sure that we had the best event possible.
I have inserted several photographs at the end of the newsletter.

Teacher-Only Day
This is another reminder that the teacher-only day is tomorrow, Thursday 10th
November, and the public holiday is this Friday 11th November.
The school will be closed for children on both days.
Staff News
I am delighted to advise that we have appointed Mrs Megan Jansen and Miss Livvy
Sheehan as permanent teachers as from the beginning of 2023.
Both ladies are currently in fixed-term positions but were keen to have a permanent role.
They are both wonderful teachers and we are really pleased to see them appointed.
Our Year 1 and Year 5/6 positions have now closed and we are working through the
process of appointing two further teachers.
The position for the new principal, as from the start of next year, was advertised on
Monday in the Education Gazette.
Ferrymead Trip
Most of our middle and senior school children have now visited Ferrymead and had a
fantastic time!
Ferrymead is certainly one of the very best trips when you are heading back to the past.
The children really enjoyed the various time periods, especially the telephones and the
olden days classroom.
I would like to thank Miss Barker and Mr Miller for their comprehensive organisation
and the various teachers, teacher-aides and parents for accompanying the children.

County Athletics Sports
After its cancellation last year I enjoyed once again being part of the County Athletics
and was impressed with the organisation and with the efforts of the Allenton children.
I was stationed firstly at the shotput and then at the High Jump with Mrs Marshall and
Mrs Gill and I did get to see a number of our children in action.
We will have a number of children representing Mid-Canterbury at the Canterbury Zone
event on Wednesday 30th November. We are waiting for the final results from the
County Sports and will then be contacting the parents of those children.
I would like to thank Mrs Gill for her organisation and involvement, Mrs Marshall for
running the high jump with me and Miss Dunlop for her organisation behind the scenes.
Thank you also to the many parents who helped out with transport, supervision and
support.
Finally, I would like to congratulate all of the Allenton children who took part and
represented the school so wonderfully well!
Congratulations
Quinn Horrell competed in the Highland Dancing
competition at the recent Ashburton A&P Show and as
you can see she did very well.
Mrs McCloy took some considerable time putting all
Quinn’s ribbons on her for the photograph.
Congratulations Quinn on another very fine effort!

Quotes of the Week
The ‘Quotes of the Week’ are related to our 125th Anniversary and getting together as a
group of people with something in common.

Final Comment
I really enjoyed seeing and hearing how pleased some of our former students were to
be back at Allenton School. They really loved having a good look around and sharing
stories with their old friends and with us.

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)
Maori Words of the Week
Week 4 -ihu - nose

Calendar of School Events
Thursday 10th November - Teacher-Only Day (school closed for children)
Friday, 11th November - Canterbury Show Day (school closed)
Tuesday, 15th November - Ferrynead visiting Junior School
Wednesday, 16th November - Welcome Wednesday (9:15am)
Thursday, 17th November - Top Team Event (Year 4 to 6)
Tuesday 13th December - Year 6 leavers assembly in the hall from 1:30pm
Wednesday 14th December - Last day of Term, school closes at 12:30pm

COMMUNITY NOTICES

