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Principals Comment/Nga Korero o te Tumuaki
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
The term is ‘hurtling’ towards the finish, with only three school weeks to go (15 school
days, including today). We do however, have a lot to fit into the final weeks and we are
looking forward to a very positive finish to the year.
Staff News
As with every year staffing the school has its challenges, but aside from the Principal
position I am hoping that this is it for the beginning of 2023.
I am very pleased to advise that we have appointed the following teachers to various
positions in the school.
Mrs Maria Allen and Mrs Porsha Coley have both been appointed as permanent
teachers from the beginning of 2023. Mrs Allen, who is currently teaching in Tauranga,
will be teaching in Year 1 and Mrs Coley, who currently lives in Ashburton, will be
teaching in Year 5/6.
With Mrs Jansen having her own class next year Mrs Sonya Hurst will be teaching for
three days in Year 2 Room 13 with Mrs Maw teaching the other two days. There may be
some adjustment to this organisation depending on the principal appointment and when
the new appointee can start.
Congratulations to these ladies on being appointed. As I said, we had quality applicants
for all positions and this is a really good sign moving forward.
Top Team:
We were very lucky last week to have Dylan Smith and his team from Sports
Canterbury run another fantastic ‘Top Team’ event at our school. All our Year 2 to 6
children took part, with the aim of encouraging cooperation, team work and enjoyment
when involved in physical activity and games.
I certainly think the overall aim was achieved as the children had a wonderful time with
the varied activities and certainly enjoyed competing against the other groups alongside.
Well done to all the children for giving it your very best effort!
I would like to thank Dylan, Mrs Gill and Miss Barker for their organisation and all the
staff for their effort and encouragement. I would very much like to thank our
enthusiastic parents and friends of the school for giving up their afternoon to help lead
and run the activities.

School Disco:
The 1980’s theme was a popular one and our first school disco for two years was
certainly enjoyed by all those in attendance.
Our hard-working PTA set the hall with a Christmas and 1980’s theme evident. The
children came dressed in their bright colours, leg warmers and sun glasses and most got
right into the dancing. In fact, many of the children only stopped dancing briefly for some
much needed food and drink.
I would like to thank Wendy Black and Miss Barker for organising the music and the
dance videos, and Kay Rotch, Bridgitte McConachie, John Thompson and all the
parent volunteers for their great effort once again. Thank you also to the parents who
volunteered to help out at the disco and the staff in attendance.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the huge effort over a considerable period of time of
Fiona Tait, Kay Rotch, Megan Stirling and Bridgitte McConnochie who are stepping
down after many years of great service on the PTA.

Miniball Success:
Congratulations to all the school miniball teams for your commitment and effort this
season.
Thank you to your coaches and managers for taking time to work with you.
Lisa Elliott sent in the following information about the Year 4 miniball team:
The Year 4 team has been coached by ex Allenton students Year 9’s Liam Elliott & Caleb
Ede.

These keen and dedicated players came together and are a force to be reckoned with! Their
biggest score was 42 points. There were large margins in abilities and scores compared to
their opposition, due to the 42’s skill development at practices.
We are hoping with the talented girls that played in this year 4 we can get a full girls team
for 2023.
MVP - most valuable player - Carlos
Most consistent- Jarrod
Best defender- Sarah
Attended most practices- Natalie
Most improved - Sylvie and Jacob
Best attacker - Wyatt
Most potential- Eden
Most determined- Walter

Rippa Rugby:
Another message from Lisa Elliott, who over the years has always been a willing sports
coach and manager.
Over the last four weeks these enthusiastic and committed players, new to Rippa rugby,
played each Tuesday night at Argyle Park. Each evening was hot and sunny and players
were rewarded with free sausages from the Mid Canterbury rugby union, after the game.
The players were quick to learn the rules of the game and learnt new tips and tactics along
the way. They were respectful to the referees and opposition. Results were plenty of tries
and great rips! A win against Borough, Dorie and Tinwald and a draw against Rakaia. All
have been encouraged to play again next year.
Thanks to the supportive parents and Juliet Johnson for coordinating the team on the
sideline.

A Message from Mrs Maw:
You may have seen in local papers that one of our Room 11 pupils, Angus Laing, has been
growing sunflowers and selling them at his gate.
Angus has been giving half of all his proceeds to Camp Courage NZ - who organise camps
for kids in New Zealand who have had a parent pass away.
He has made $160 for them already!
We are really proud to see Angus living our deep learning vision of “Engage the World Change the World” .
Please visit Angus if you are keen to purchase Sunflowers from him. Mrs Maw was very
pleased with hers.

Thank you:
I would like to thank Michael Robertson and Fonterra for donating 100 high vis vests
to the school. This is a very kind donation, which is very much appreciated.
We use vests quite often to make sure the
children can be clearly seen and will
certainly make use of these for a number of
purposes.
Thanks to Jack and Sophie for agreeing to
be in a photograph with me.

School Reports:
Reports will be sent home with the children on Tuesday 13th December and the
envelopes contain the report, stationery list, and apart from Year 6 the class placement
for next year.
The reports should give you a detailed summary of the progress and achievement of
your child at school during the second half of 2022.
Dates and Points to Note:
Our final ‘Year 6 Leavers’ assembly is on Tuesday, 13th December, beginning at 1:30pm.
School officially finishes for the year on Wednesday, 14th December at 12:30pm.
Please note that the bus service will run on the morning of Wednesday, 14th December
but will not run in the afternoon, as we finish at 12:30pm. Parents of children who travel
by bus will need to make their own travel arrangements to get their children home on
that final day.
2023
The beginning of the 2023 school year will be organised in the same way as it was at the
start of this year. We resume on Monday, 30th January 2023 – on the same day as
almost all Mid-Canterbury schools - and this first day will again be in the form of
parent/teacher/student conferences.
We believe these conferences are an ideal introduction for the children, parents and
teachers. The conferences give all teachers the opportunity to meet children and parents
before the start of the school year and discuss any wishes, queries or concerns.
There will be more specific information about these conferences and how to book in the
near future.
Children will be in their classes together on Tuesday 31st January 2023.
Please note that in the final school newsletter in two weeks time I will be outlining our
2023 school organisation.
Quotes of the Week
Seeing the children together once again at the first disco for two years was really great!
We have missed out on having these events and they make a real difference. One of the
great things about school is that it enables children to play and learn together.

Nga mihi nui,
Bruce Tilby
(Principal)

Maori Words of the Week
Week 6 - kumu - bottom
Week 8 - ringaringa - hand or arm
Week 9 - puku - stomach

Calendar of School Events
Thursday 24th November (today) - Hakatere Festival
Friday 25th November - Year 6 visiting Ashburton Intermediate School
Friday 25th November - Road Patrol Training for 2023
Wednesday 30th November - Canterbury Athletics Event
Tuesday 6th December - Middle Carols and Picnic (11:00am to 12:30pm)
Wednesday 7th December - Junior Carols and Picnic (11:00am to 12:30pm)
Thursday 8th December - Year 6 Leavers Treat
Monday 12th December - Board of Trustees meeting - 7:30pm
Tuesday 13th December - Year 6 leavers assembly in the hall from 1:30pm
Wednesday 14th December - Last day of Term, school closes at 12:30pm

Allenton School
125th Anniversary Calendars
Remember to buy your special Allenton School 125th Anniversary Calendar.
November 2022 - October 2023, including term dates. Only $10 for a high quality
calendar.
How to Pay
- Online using your child’s name and calendar as the reference (we will then
send these home with your child) 03 0855 0436563 00
- Eftpos at the school office
- Send this order form and cash to the school office
A great memento of your child's years at Allenton School - thanks to dpi for
sponsoring the set up costs.
Thank you,
Allenton School 125th Anniversary Committee
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: __________________________________________
Number of Calendars: ___________
Paid: ___________
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