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Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou - greetings to you all

Welcome to the start of Term 2 everyone (albeit two weeks in). I hope
you have all had an enjoyable term break and that our children are
refreshed and re-energised for the term ahead. It was great to see
everyone back at school last Monday. The staff and I are looking forward
to Term 2 and working together with our children and school whānau.

This term we welcome one new staff member and a returning one.
Fenella White is the newest member of our staff team and she will be

working as a teacher aide. Originally from England, she has been living in Mid Canterbury for
the past ten years with her husband and two young children. Sarah Yeoman has started with
a group of amazing New Entrant children in Room 14. Last year Sarah held the same
position in Room 12. She also takes the school choir, preparing them for the School’s Music
Festival in mid June.

There has been a lot in the media recently about current and upcoming government
announcements for the education sector. One of these is the requirement for an hour a day
teaching in the core areas of Reading, Writing and Maths, or five hours across the week in
each of these areas across a typical week. We have discussed this in staff teams and
parents and whānau can be assured that this requirement is being met at Allenton School.

Another recent government announcement is the requirement for all schools to be
implementing a structured approach to the teaching of literacy. In general terms this involves
children learning and decoding the specific letter sounds and blends in a structured and
systematic way before they develop further reading and spelling fluency. At Allenton
structured literacy has been an area of staff development and implementation for the past
three to four years with most teaching staff having had some training in it from a
nationally-recognised facilitator. Due to the significant investment in our own development,
this approach is already being implemented and we are well-positioned for any future
development in structured literacy.

A further and ongoing focus for all schools in New Zealand, which has been reaffirmed by the
government, has been the lifting of attendance rates and having an “everyday counts”
approach to this. Where schools used to submit their attendance data termly to the Ministry



of Education, this now has to be done weekly, so that we are receiving more frequent
information on our overall attendance. We do follow up with parents if their child’s attendance
is particularly low, if there are unexplained absences, or if punctuality is an ongoing concern.
Attendance of 90% or no more than five days away from school in a typical ten-week term is
deemed to be satisfactory.

Finally, we had two teams competing in the Mid Canterbury schools Rippa tournament on
Wednesday at the Showgrounds. Both teams did really well and represented our school
superbly. Allenton Maroon finished second in their pool. The Allenton Gold team topped their
pool and qualified for the regional finals in Timaru in two weeks time. This will see them
compete against the top South Canterbury and North Otago teams for a place in the
nationwide tournament. Well done to both teams on their achievements.

Kia kaha, kia toa, kia manawanui
Be strong, be brave, be steadfast

Until next time,

Andrew Leverton
Principal | Tumuaki

New students
We extend a warm welcome to the following children who have started at Allenton School
recently. We look forward to getting to know you and wish you an awesome time at our
school!

Room 2 Ellie Room 3 Daniel
Room 5 Katie Room 14 Mattie, Claire, Aden, Abel,
Room 15 Zac Nanise, Jonty, Kelsey
Room 20 Jesse

Pink Shirt Day
A note from our House Leaders:

Nationwide Pink Shirt Day is Friday 17 May. Students can wear a touch of pink alongside
their uniform or they can go full pink if you want too! By taking part in Pink Shirt Day 2024, we
will be doing our part to eliminate bullying by celebrating diversity and promoting kindness
and inclusion. Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together,
Stop Bullying!



If families would like to donate to this cause, this is the link:
https://fundraise.pinkshirtday.org.nz/donate

We will not be collecting a gold coin donation at school for Pink Shirt Day, just a promotion of
the cause and the above link should you wish to make a donation.

Ako Afternoon in the Library
This term we are opening the school library after school on a Thursday, from 3 - 4pm. This is
known as Ako (learning) Afternoon. The purpose of this is four-fold: to increase access to
literacy experiences for students, to encourage families to share literacy experiences
together, to encourage family involvement in our school and to assist students with
homework tasks.

Students can attend Ako Afternoon in three ways: by their parents registering them to attend
each week through the school office or Miss Barker, by attending with a parent or caregiver,
or by bringing a note from a parent to say they can attend on a particular week. This is an
opportunity for students to change library books, do some extra reading, share reading
together with their family (pre-schoolers welcome too with a parent) and get help with
homework activities. The sessions will be fully supervised by school staff.

Hero app
Many thanks to families who have downloaded the Hero app so far. Our use of the Skool
Loop app ceased at the start of Term 2. Please download and start to use the Hero app if you
are yet doing so, including using it to inform the school about absences. If you have any
queries about the Hero app, please get in touch with your child’s teacher. For downloading
instructions, please see the flyer below.

From the Office
School Photos
Individual and Class photos will be held on Tuesday 14th May. Information has been sent
home about this last week.

Winter Uniform
All students are required to wear their winter uniform from the start of Term 2. Please refer to
our website if you are unsure of your child’s uniform requirements. Please ensure that your
child’s uniform is in good condition and that the school uniform requirements are adhered to,
particularly regarding wearing the correct black shoes.

Medication
Just a reminder to parents and whānau that if your child requires medication to be taken
during the school day, a Medication Authority Form must be completed at the office and all
medication will be safely stored on site. It is not advisable to allow your child to keep any
medication in their bags due to health and safety reasons.

PTA News
Our PTA will be holding a Matariki disco on Friday 21 June.

Year 1 and 2 6:15pm - 7:00pm
Year 3 - 6 7:!5pm - 8:15pm

https://fundraise.pinkshirtday.org.nz/donate


On Saturday 14 September there will be a car boot sale in the school car park, starting in the
morning. There will be a charge for each car park, with sellers keeping proceeds from their
own sale. This will be a good opportunity to clear out garages, sheds and bedrooms of items
that are no longer needed!

More details will follow about these two events.

ENTERTAINMENT APP –
For a limited time, until 1:59pm NZST, Friday 31st May 2024.

Purchase a 12 or 24 month Single City Membership and receive a Bonus Countdown eGift
Card valued at $20.
Purchase a 12 or 24 month Multi City Membership and receive a Bonus Countdown eGift
Card valued at $40.
A Single City 1 year Membership costs as little as $69.99. Multi 1 year, $119.99.
2 for 1 offers, special rates and discounts off dining, takeaways, shopping and activities
throughout Christchurch, Canterbury, Timaru, Ashburton and Nelson area with the
Christchurch area APP. Local businesses include Indian Minar and the Regent Cinema. Still
lots of Christchurch restaurants and activities eg. Antarctic Centre.

20% of every Entertainment Membership purchased through us goes directly towards
supporting Allenton School’s PTA fundraising! Your digital membership can be accessed from
up to four different devices so it’s perfect for sharing with friends/family.
www.entertainmentnz.com/orderbooks/934v007

Calendar of school events - Term 2
Sunday 12 May Mothers’ Day

Tuesday 14 May School Photos
Wednesday 15 May Mihi Whakatau to welcome new families - all existing families

are welcome to join us
Thursday 16 May Senior School assembly, 2pm
Friday 17 May Pink Shirt Day

Monday 20 May Board meeting, 7pm
Year 5 and 6 visit to Events Centre

Tuesday 21 May School Cross Country - Argyle Park from 12:45pm (see newsletter
on Hero)

Friday 24 May Full School Assembly, 10:50am

Monday 27 May Samoan Language Week
Friday 31 May School closed - staff development

Monday 3 June School closed - King’s Birthday
Monday 4 June PTA meeting, 7:30pm in the staffroom
Wednesday 5 June Young Leaders Day - Christchurch
Thursday 6 June EPro 8 Challenge Day - Ashburton Intermediate

Senior School assembly, 2pm
Friday 7 June County Cross Country

Middle School assembly, 10:50am

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.entertainmentnz.com_orderbooks_934v007&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=GGZfbC29flpB84MVoRLCcm5IhWZfH6tkCvz36Wkwpxo&m=cXlmi6Xh8ym1_jw8-hXHDSNzfuZuaBQZIrcQTGLDf1WCO9-Hy-3KGZulf3Oost4O&s=dC9PHIAqFxBL2bZkp_fNyMezSfAUS_-69w2XZl-7eIo&e=


Friday 14 June Junior School assembly, 10:50am

Monday 17 June Senior School swimming week commences
Friday 21 June Full School Assembly, 10:50am

Matariki disco

Term Dates - 2024
Term Dates School closed
2 Mon 29 April to Fri 5 July Staff development day (31 May)

King’s Birthday (3 June)
Matariki (28 June)

3 Mon 22 July to Fri 27 Sept Staff development day (26 August)

4 Mon 14 Oct to Wed 18 Dec Labour Day (28 Oct)
Staff development day (14 Nov)
Canterbury Anniversary Day (15 Nov)





Community Notices










