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   Me akotahi hei oranga mō te katoa 
 

             Principal’s Comment  
              Nga Korero o te Tumuaki 

 
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou - greetings to you all 
 
Welcome to the start of term 4. I trust all our Allenton families had an 
enjoyable term break, and that this term has started positively for you 
and your child(ren). It’s always good to see everyone back at school, 
refreshed after the break and ready for the term ahead. Our Term 4 
calendar is again very full, so please check back regularly each 
newsletter for any updates to various events across the school, as well 
as checking the notices that are sent home via our Hero app. 
 
 

Athletic Sports 
What an enjoyable day we had on Tuesday! This was the culmination of weeks of practices as 
part of school-wide PE lessons. A huge congratulations to all students who participated and put 
in their best effort throughout the day. It was great to see the determination on their faces! Many 
thanks to our school whānau who came along to support and to the staff who organised the day 
and ran the various events. We are also grateful for the Ashburton College students, some of 
whom were ex-Allenton students, who assisted on the day.  
 
Well done to Whero House who won the house relay and to the parents / staff / preschoolers / 
College students who ran in the races at the end of the day too. We have selected a team of 
Year 5 and 6 students to compete at the County Athletics, and we look forward to hearing how 
they go at this next stage. 

 

 

http://www.allenton.school.nz


 
Hakatere Festival 
This took place yesterday at the Events Centre and we had a sizable contingent participating in 
both our kapa haka and multicultural groups. They did so well and it was great to be able to 
watch their performances and see the pride that they had as they performed. I congratulate all 
students and staff involved in these groups; they have been practising across the school year 
and the Hakatere Festival will certainly have been a highlight for them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Wednesday 
On Wednesday 4 November we will be having our 
twice-yearly Welcome Wednesday morning. This is relevant for parents who will have children 
starting school in 2027. The morning will start at 9:15am in Room 16. Please see the Hero post 
on 16 October for more information. 
 
Attendance 
Last term 68% of our students attended school regularly, that is 90% or more of the time. This 
was a significant increase from Term 3, 2025 and the staff and I are committed to the ongoing 
improvement of attendance. I appreciate that there is a fine line between when a student is too 
unwell to attend school (e.g. vomiting, heavy cold, cough or other medical condition) and when 
they could possibly attend school (e.g. a slight sniffle, which can be monitored throughout the 
day). Students should be at school unless there is a genuine reason not to be. For example, 
they should be at school on their birthday (unless it falls on the weekend or during term break), 
or if a sibling is sick, but they themselves are well enough to attend school.  
 
If a child has 75% attendance or less, they are missing out on at least a term of learning each 
year. This will inevitably lead to gaps in their learning. Schools have an expectation that 
students will attend school at least 90% of the time, so that they have the best possible 
opportunity to progress their learning and social development. If families are experiencing any 
barriers to attending school, and would like to discuss this in confidence, please see either your 
child’s classroom teacher, or myself.  
 
Labour Day 
A reminder that school is closed for Labour Day on Monday 26 October. I wish all Allenton 
families a safe and enjoyable long weekend. 
 
 

 



 
 
He kitenga kanohi, he hokinga mahara. He kawenga mahara, he hāpori kitea. 
 
A familiar face stirs one’s memories, a collection of memories is a community seen 
 
 
Until next time, 
 
Andrew Leverton 
Principal | Tumuaki 
 
 
New students 
We extend a warm welcome to the following children and their families, who have recently 
started at Allenton. We hope your time with us is a positive and rewarding one. 
 
​ Room 13​ Axcel​​ ​ ​  

Room 15​ Nelvana 
​ Room 17​ Finn, Isaac, Neala, Bachan, John, Kawi 
​ Room 20​ Dhwaneet 
 
 
School Photos 
As you are aware by now the School Photos are being held on Wednesday 28nd October.  The 
sibling photos will be taken between 8.15am - 9.10am in the hall so please be on time. Please 
also park cars on the road and not in the staff carparks. 
 
 
Cohort entry from the start of 2027 
Cohort entry is where children start school for the first time on set dates through the year, rather 
than on or after their fifth birthday. There are eight set dates throughout the year - the start of 
each term, or at a midpoint in the term. Other than the first day of the school year, the dates are 
determined by the Ministry of Education. Once a child turns five, parents can start them on one 
of the dates following their fifth birthday. Following consultation, the School Board has elected to 
proceed with Cohort Entry from 2027. The Cohort Entry start dates for 2027 are listed below. 
 
More information will be shared at the New Entrant Welcome Wednesday information morning 
in early November, but if parents have any queries about Cohort Entry in the meantime, please 
feel free to see either Andrew Leverton - Principal, or Julie Tayles - the Team Leader of the 
Junior Area. 
 
 
New Entrant enrolment for 2027 
If you have a child who is starting at Allenton in 2027 as a New Entrant, or you know of 
someone who has a child in this situation, their 2027 enrolment should have been completed 
and returned to the school office by now. It is important for our planning that we know who will 
be enrolling throughout the year, as this enables us to determine when classes will start. This is 
particularly important with Cohort Entry as noted above. It is also important to remember that we 
have an enrolment zone and that parts of Allenton that were in our zone several years ago, are 
no longer zoned for our school. Please contact the school office for details about this if you are 
unsure.  
 

 



If you know that your child will not be at Allenton in 2026 (other than current Year 6s), please 
also let the school office know.  
 
 
Class input for 2027 
We will soon be starting the 2027 class formation process. There is an opportunity for parents to 
have some input into this process. The forms for this input can be collected from the school 
office from next Tuesday and are due back to the office by 3pm Friday 6 November. We will 
provide envelopes for you to put the forms in and these should be addressed to the Principal and 
labelled “2027 Class Input”.  
 
Please note that this is not an opportunity to request or not request a certain teacher, or list your 
child's friends. It is more about the social / emotional / academic needs of your child. Staff 
consider very carefully who children should have as a teacher and the composition of each class 
group. 
 
 
E-scooters 
E-scooters are not to be brought onto the school premises from this point on. Due to the speeds 
that they can go, this poses a potential risk for users of our grounds. In addition to this, they can 
cause damage to school property, which is expensive to fix.  
 
 
2026 Term Dates 
Term                                            ​ ​ ​ ​ School closed​ ​ ​ ​  
4​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Mon 12 Oct to Thurs 17 Dec​ ​ ​ Mon 26 Oct (Labour Day) 

Thurs 12 November (staff development) 
Fri 13 Nov (Canterbury Anniversary Day) 

 
 
2027 Term Dates 
In addition to the dates below, there are two staff development days which are yet to be 
scheduled. These are likely to be in the second half of the year 
 
Term                                            ​ ​ ​ ​ School closed​ ​ ​  
1 
Tues 2 February to Fri 9 April​ ​​ Mon 8 Feb (Waitangi Day observed) 
​ ​​ Fri 26  March (Good Friday) 
​ ​​ Mon 29 March (Easter Monday) 
​ ​​ Tues 30 March (Easter Tuesday) 
 
2 
Tues 27 April to Fri 2 July​ ​​ Mon 7 June (King’s Birthday) 
​ ​​ Friday 25 June (Matariki) 
 
3 
Mon 19 July to Fri 24 Sept​  
 
4 
Mon 11 October to Fri 17 Dec​ ​​ Mon 25 October (Labour Day) 
​ ​​ Fri 12 November (Canterbury Anniversary Day) 

 



 
 
 
2027 Cohort Entry Dates 
Term 1​ ​ 2 February and 8 March 
Term 2​ ​ 27 April and 31 May 
Term 3​ ​ 19 July and 23 August 
Term 4​ ​ 11 October and 15 November 
 
 
 
Calendar of school events - Term 4, 2026 
** Please recheck these events each newsletter for any additions or changes ** 
 
Monday 26 October​​ Labour Day -school closed 
Wednesday 28 October​ School photos 
Friday 30 October​ ​ Middle Area assembly, 9:05am 
​ ​ ​ ​ Senior Area assembly, 12:45pm 
​ ​ ​ ​ Junior Area assembly, 2:00pm 
 
Monday 2 November​ Board meeting, 7pm 
Tuesday 3 November​ PTA meeting, 7:30pm 
Wednesday 4 November​ Welcome Wednesday New Entrant parent information morning 
​ ​ ​ ​ Mid Canterbury Schools Athletics (pp 6 November) 
Friday 6 November​ ​ School assembly, 10:50am 
 
Wednesday 11 November​ Open Afternoon and opening of accessible playground (times tbc) 
Thursday 12 November​ Staff Development Day - school closed 
Friday 13 November​ Canterbury Anniversary Day - school closed 
 
Wednesday 18 November​ ​ Mihi Whakatau to welcome new students and families, 2pm 
Friday 20 November​ ​ Middle Area assembly, 9:05am 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Junior Area assembly, 2:00pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

Community Notices 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
In 2 weeks time, on Wednesday November 4th Keep Learning Mid Canterbury is 
holding a FREE event for parents on 'Raising Money-Smart Kids' from 7pm at Netherby 
School.  
It is for parents/ caregivers of children of all ages... preschool through to university age. 
 
The aim of the panel conversation is to help parents support their kids to build 
good money habits.  
 
For information about the 3 panelists & to get your free tickets, please head to the event 
listing: https://events.humanitix.com/raising-money-smart-kids-a-conversation-for-parents 
 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.humanitix.com_raising-2Dmoney-2Dsmart-2Dkids-2Da-2Dconversation-2Dfor-2Dparents&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=i39m_ybNNW-AaAFKWhbbox7G8JasAws2zylC-J7wZnA&m=lu2RB22I3IB-vKRlFdPbRPxfTxgHc6StXY9t2yoPuXeYKpMBu3XIcSUYhgHcHHiC&s=-vMOTDslkm__dtrsDwyq5ubSmWoHiOTZHK7hRSQWaIY&e=


 
 

 
 

Whether you’re a speedy little cyclist, a keen runner, a weekend walker or just looking 
for a fun family adventure, the Ruralco Longbeach Coastal Challenge has something 

for EVERYONE!  

Bring the whole family! All ages and abilities are welcome.​
Bike, run or walk – choose your own adventure!​

Team up or go solo – get your mates together or take on the challenge yourself.​
Little ones welcome too! Children in prams can join in for FREE!​

Exciting spot prizes up for grabs!​
School Challenge – a special event for Year 5–8 students, with teamwork, fun and a 

little friendly rivalry!​
Every finisher gets a medal! Everyone deserves to celebrate crossing that finish line! 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
KAI FOR KIDS 

 

We’re asking our wonderful farming community to take less than a minute to nominate Kai for 
Kids in the PGG Wrightson Cash for Communities programme. It’s free to nominate Kai for 
Kids. 

Your nomination can help us continue providing healthy, nutritious food to children 
coming to school without food across Mid Canterbury. 

It’s quick and easy to do! Click on the link below and it will take you directly to the PPG 
Wrighton Cash for Communities website. 

👉 Nominate Kai for Kids here 

You’ll need your PGG Wrightson account number. 

Simply: 

1.​ Enter your PGG Wrightson account number and name. 
2.​ In the first “Nominate your cause” box, select Other. 
3.​ Select Mid/South Canterbury as the region. 
4.​ Select Kai for Kids as the recipient. 

That’s it — it takes less than a minute! 

Please nominate Kai for Kids and encourage your friends, family and farming connections to 
do the same. 

Every nomination helps us provide nourishing food to children coming to school without food at 
the 17 schools and kindergartens across Mid Canterbury we currently support. 💚 

Thank you and we really appreciate your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cashforcommunities.co.nz_nominate-2Dyour-2Dcause&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=i39m_ybNNW-AaAFKWhbbox7G8JasAws2zylC-J7wZnA&m=uB_-GbaiZsIFNFwXzaQ-y4MocilkngqTqN7ysWvlfjVblC6ZYY8lpc6_eIjKZ69v&s=T3LS3vkzsl8TL_594sQvz5jFwgxohsRZmYkq4onz2CU&e=


 

 

 


